& 


ERAL Lig 
MAY 271919 


Entered at the New YdMwfigst Office as Second Class Matter. 


THE 


LIBRARY 
WORLD 


Pablished Mié-Moathly. 


Vol. XXI. No. 249. MARCH, 
New Series 153. 1919. 
EIGHTPENCE Annual Subscription 
MONTHLY. 8s. 6d. post free. 
CONTENTS. 
Editorial ove 166 
Trade Unionism and Library Workers in America, 
by B. Marjorie Peacock, Wallasey Public Libraries 168 
Back Again !! 169 
Letters on our Affairs 171 
Library News 173 
Personal Notes 174 
Reviews 175 
Library Association ens 1% 
Library Assistants’ Association, "Yorkshire Branch 176 
Library Association, North-Western Branch 178 
179 


Correspondence 
MOS 


GRAFTON & CoO. 
8, Coptic St., Bloomsbury 
LONDON, W.C. 1 


ally): 


EDITORIAL. 


There is greater expectation of hope and progress in library 
politics than has been known of late years. The letter of the 
Library Association to local authorities asking them to support its 
effort to remove the limitation on the library rate has caused much 
discussion all over the country, and has produced some definite 
results. We have no access to the replies the Library Association 
is receiving, but from the information open to us, Hull, Norwich, 
Sunderland, Taunton, West Hartlepool, Wallasey, Burton-on-Trent 
and several other places have resolved in agreement with the Asso- 


ciation. 
it 


Meanwhile Walthamstow and a number of London and extra 
London authorities have been moving on their own initiative. At 
a conference held at Walthamstow last month it was resolved to 
call further conferences of these authorities to consider the steps to 
be taken to obtain immediate financial relief for libraries. At the 
next conference over fifty authorities were to be represented, and it 
is hoped to engage the services of many members of Parliament. 
Things seem to be moving. 


= = 


It is interesting to consider what is the actual position of 
libraries. The efficacy of the Penny Rate can be gauged from the 
fact that forty-six boroughs have already found it necessary to get 
special Parliamentary powers to exceed it. They include prac- 
tically all the greater towns; Birmingham, Belfast, Glasgow, 
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle and Bristol may be 
named. The logic of the position is clear. If these great towns, 
which are the models of British municipal government, have 
deemed such an increase to be necessary, it ill becomes smaller 
authorities to set their opinion in opposition. This argument does 
not appeal to reactionary authorities, we know ; it is, nevertheless, 


true. 
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The future complexion of affairs may be altered entirely by the 
application of the Ministry of Health Bill, dated 17th January. 
In the first schedule it is proposed that among other powers at 
present vested in the Local Government Board those relating to 
Libraries and Museums shal] be transferred to the New Ministry 
with the intention that these among other powers shall eventually 
be re-transferred to some other appropriate Department. It may 
be that this is the method to be employed to transfer libraries to 
the control of the Board of Education, or it may not. We trust the 
matter is receiving the close scrutiny of the Council of the Library 
Association. 


Even if libraries and museums are affiliated to the Board of 
Education, it does not necessarily mean that the institutions will 
come under the direct control of local education committees. This 
is what has been feared, and experience in the local administration 
of education has not convinced librarians that this would be the 
happiest solution to their difficulties. What might occur would be 
the making of grants in aid to local libraries by the Board, with 
the condition that they maintain a definite standard of work. This 
implies Government inspection. We do not fear such inspection, 
but the modern librarian ought not to have cause to fear it. He 
has done wonders with the means now at his disposal. 


We are glad to note that the Scottish Library Association is 
keeping up its reputation for energetic work and discussion. At 
the Conference to be held at Glasgow this month we understand 
that Mr. S. A. Pitt will deal with ‘“ The Library Rate in Relation 
to the Financial Position of Public Libraries"; that Councillor 
Archibald Campbell will open a discussion on this subject; that 
Dr. A. H. Miller will give his views on ‘“‘ Commercial and Tech- 
nical Libraries’; and that Mr. Robert Wilson, of Edinburgh, will 
speak about “ Library Work for the Young.” We hope to give 
some particulars of the Conference in our next issue. 
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TRADE UNIONISM AND LIBRARY WORKERS IN 
AMERICA. 


By B. Marsorie Peacock, Wallasey Public Libraries. 


Apropos of the present discussion on matters appertaining to 
the welfare of library assistants, a few notes concerning unionisation 
in New York may be interesting. For the material I am indebted 
to Miss Tilloah Squires, President of the Library Employees’ Union 
of Greater New York. 

The position in New York offers many problems analogous to 
those confronting the British library worker. The following 
information is offered, however, without comment, comparison, or 
criticism. 

The Library Employees’ Union of Greater New York has been 
in existence since May, 1917. It is very wide awake. Its raison 
d'etre is explained, in 1ts pithy Bulletin of July, 1918, as being 
‘* Because the workers found that in large city libraries there were : 

No standard entrance examination ; 

No graded service ; 

No public eligible list ; 

No yearly automatic increases based on efficiency ratings ; 

No open efficiency ratings to be seen by all members of the 
staff ; 

No promotion from the ranks only (vacancies were frequently 
filled from outside the service) ; 

No tenure of position (assistants may be dismissed without 
charges at a month's notice) ; 

No seniority of service recognised ; 

No pension.” 

Organisation was effected, of course, with the design of over- 
coming these negations. Other aims are to establish a thirty-eight 
hour week to bring library workers into line with all other New 
York city employees; to cause to be founded in New York city a 
library training school under the Board of Education ; and to secure 
equality of opportunity for men and women, including the principle 
of equal pay for equal work. As a means of attaining these ends, 
it is recommended by the Union that library work be incorporated 
in the Civil Service. This would be one way of automatically 
obtaining many of the desired working reforms. 

By its publicity campaign the L.E.U. has brought into public 
notice the workers’ point of view of library service. It has already 
secured an all-round annual increase in pay. Prior to the formation 
of the Union, it was the custom for increments to be given only to 
selected individuals. It has caused the New York Board of 
examiners to publish to examination candidates their marked 
papers; and the Board of Trustees to publish open efficiency 
ratings for the scrutiny of any library assistant. 
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All library employees in Greater New York are invited to join. 
There are estimated to be 2,500 librarians in New York City, 80 
per cent. being employed in the public library service, and the 
remaining 20 per cent. in other types of libraries. The entrance 
fee is $1, and the subscription 60 cents per month, honorary mem- 
bership being $1 per year. 

The L.E.U. is affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, 
the Labor League of New York City, the New York City Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs, the Federation of Women’s Civil Service 
Organizations of New York City, and the Women’s Trade Union 
League of New York City. 

The Library Employees’ Union is the concrete expression of the 
realisation by library workers that it is up to themselves to look 
after their own interests. One is informed, in the Bulletin already 
referred to, that ‘‘ The A.L.A., the N.Y. Library Association and 
the New York Library Club have done nothing to advance the 
material interest of the workers.” 


BACK AGAIN!! 


I am possessed of a horrible dread. I walk about in a dream, and 
expect every minute to be awakened by the bugle giving forth 
“ Reveille,” or by the shake of the stony-hearted N.C.O. just 
finishing off the ‘‘ First” and arousing the ‘‘ Middles,” with the 
light-heartedness that attaches to the man about to “‘ turn in.” 
However, there are intervals when this dread does not weigh upon 
my soul and in these moments I breathe the delicious air of free- 
dom. As I walked round the Library on February Ist last the very 
atmosphere was familiar. I recognised the mild odours attached to 
the various departments and sniffed them breezily with great gusto. 
The place itself seemed to have changed very little, and even the 
presence of the feminine element on the staff did not present any 
degree of strangeness, though it brought into my mind the query: 
“TI wonder if they’re as wide awake and full of pranks as the boys 
used to be?” 

Those Boys!!! They must have altered considerably by this 
time. One of them is a Sergeant, and I sincerely hope he won't get 
warning me off for fatigues in dusting and tagging and such like 
enjoyments. I begin to feel rather nervous. After being a mere 
Gunner for so long, mv sudden resumption of dignity as a Deputy 
Librarian is rather overpowering. Even now in the safety of 
“civvies’’ I fee] awestruck in the presence of a Departmental 
Librarian who is a Captain, while on the whole the general atmos- 
phere of politeness is rather staggering. 

Outside the rain was pouring down mercilessly, but inside all was 
sunshine. The world was resting, and I was free! For more than 
three years gent'emen of various ranks had been endeavouring to 
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instil into me what they described as ‘‘ the fear of God.” I was 
always of the opinion that another individual was more nearly 
concerned, but now I had returned to do a little bossing on my own 
account. How often, during countless weary nights had I leaned 
on a gun and cogitated on the peace and repose of the Libraries. 
The happiness of days gone by!!! Would they ever return? They 
had returned, and at last I was about to settle down again with a 
tremendous enthusiasm born of perfect health and some totally 
new ideas on the value of life. Never more, I hoped, would ‘‘ Old 
Tin Eye” gaze at me through his monocle and murmur severely, 
“Caution.” No more Gunnery! No more Infantry!! No more 
Fatigues!!! Even the books looked a welcome, and a big blue box 
of pamphlets tumbled off a narrow ledge in its excitement. 


Arriving in due course at the Store Room, shelves and shelves 
of donations stared at me significantly. A choice selection of 
classics exhibited notices re'ative to their right to be catalogued 
first, backed up by a grave old Saint Augustine in fifteen folios 
who asserted his position by sheer weight of argument. 


I found the Chief in his office, and ‘‘ he wore a worried look.” 
He murmured ominously of estimates and finance committees, and 
I understood. How on earth public libraries have managed to do 
the excellent work they have done in the past on the meagre 
amount al:owed must always be a puzzle to anyone of a thoughtful 
turn of mind. It may be that coming back fresh to librarianship 
after a prolonged absence, I am unduly optimistic, but I have 
never ceised to fol!ow the situation closely, and I am of opinion that 
the masses which are just awakening to the powers and oppor- 
tunities that education has given them are also recognising the 
share that the public library has borne in their advancement, and 
will soon be clamouring for increased library facilities by methods 
just as forceful as the strike. From al: over the country to-day one 
hears of abnormally large issues and of ever-increasing demands on 
an income which even before the war was absurdly insufficient. 
Councillors at the present time quake in their seats at the thought 
of the rapidly increasing expenditure, and we may take it for 
granted that the long list of towns which have decided officially to 
support the L.A. movement for the removal of the rate limitation 
is an indication that the heads of the Council concerned have been 
forced in the matter. Therefore I have come back an optimist as 
regards our future. But, the library in future wil! work in close 
touch with education, and that future obviously is only for the 
librarian who is willing to fit himself for his post. 

In conc'usion, I feel that a very high tribute was due to the Chief, 
to my trained colleagues who remained at their posts during those 
very trying years, and to the lady assistants who looked after the 
chairs of absent members of the staff. Faced with issues and work 
generally increasing in an abnormal manner, and with an absolute'y 
untrained staff, they have struggled through valiantly, maintaining 
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the efficiency of the Libraries unimpaired. We Demobilised have 
every reason to be grateful for the loyalty with which they have 
been kept going. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


THe OvTLooK. 
Dear CaLLIMAcuus,— 

It is high time to awake from sleep, and to leave your 
meanderings with your unnamed friend over visionary associations, 
and to get to work. I suppose that we have rarely been faced with 
so interesting a library situation as now confronts us. The Library 
Association letter, which I imagine was sent out reluctantly, was 
issued at the psychological moment, and common sense is prevailing 
in many towns with regard to library finance for the first time in 
my memory. I suppose it is because the average Councillor has had 
it forced upon him that a penny rate, although still a rate of a 
penny, has only a whilome half-penny value. However that may 
be, some of our hardest enemies have come over, for the time being, 
to our camp. 

Liprary Associations. 

What is wanted in many towns is a local library association. 1 
don't mean a society of librarians. I mean an association of book- 
lovers and readers who will be ‘‘ friends of the libraries,” and, in 
serving themselves by means of literary discussions, circles, etc., 
will also be watchful of the sa‘ety and efficiency of their public 
libraries. In Paris there are Sociét*s des Amies des Musées which 
correspond closely with what I have in mind here, and they do 
admirable work in protecting and enlarging the usefulness of the 
museums and monuments of the city. A London contemporary 
remarked that it was difficu't to think of an English society of 
‘“‘ Friends of the British Museum and National Gallery,” for 
example. In the name of common sense, why? 

Here then is a field closer to your hands than the S.P.O.R. ; why 
not work in it? 

Tuer Purpose. 

Such local societies wou'd focus the undoubted popular opinion 
which exists, and is growing daily, in favour of the libraries. There 
has always been a solid substratum of the intelligent population in 
support of them ; otherwise libraries would long ago have perished ; 
but, a!as for our hopes, it is an inarticulate substratum; which 
rarely voices its views, and, indeed, is in general unaware of the 
necessity of doing so. Is it not a fact, my dear Callimachus, that 
only close students of municipal politics are even aware that there 
is a limit to the library rate; and do they not attribute our short- 
comings to local parsimony and incompetence? Our !ocal association 
would remedy that, would challenge the mean-minded attempts 
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that are made to reduce library provision, and would put up even 
election fights against Councillors who proved themselves 
incorrigibly hostile to public enlightenment. There are so many 
intellectual benefits to be derived by the members from such a 
society that I hope to see many such formed. 


We tt Dont, ! 


Of all the efforts now being made to solve the financial problem, 
that which emanates from Walthamstow gives me the greatest 
occasion for hope. Here, spurred by the intolerable difficulties of 
the times, a number of the smaller local authorities have conferred 
on the Library Rate, and have called upon other authorities to 
help them in making representations to the Powers That Be for 
immediate financial relief, and for eventual grants-in-aid or other 
permanent assistance. Result: some fifty or more authorities in 
and around London will attend a second conference this month, 
when definite steps will most probably be taken. This is better 
than all the talk of librarians ; this is public opinion in movement. 
Weil done, Walthamstow ! 


orn CHaryspis. 


Government inspection is a grisly spectre in the eyes of some 
librarians ; once it was so in mine. But as I grow older I conclude 
that nothing can be worse than ignorant local control. Government 
control will only harm those who ought not to be in charge of 
libraries; it cannot do but good to others. We must expect and 
welcome both inspection and control if we are to receive grants-in- 
aid. I do not fear either for the majority of my librarian brethren. 


A Cueap Grapvuate Wantep—Appiy 


Kilburn Library Committee is either blind, impudent or unduly 
optimistic; possibly it is all three. The librarian, Mr. James 
Seymour, has died, I regret to say; and to succeed him the Com- 
mittee aivertises for a woman librarian (‘‘ a graduate preferred ”’) 
at £120 per annum. Other professions would have pointed out, 
through their professional organization, that this sum resembles a 
pre war twenty-five bob a week, and its advertisement is an insult. 
Will the Library Association do so? Moreover, why confine the 
appointment to women, when so many trained librarians are 
returning from the Forces and are in need of positions? The 
patriotism of the local Bumble is genera!ly humbug. 


INTENSIVE CULTURE. 


A different kind of optimism informs the Education Committee 
of the L.A. It has arranged an “ intensive ” course of lectures for 
demobilized library students, and correspondence courses, to equip 
them at hot-house speed for this year’s examinations, which to meet 
the convenience of these students, have been postponed until mid- 
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June. I hope they will succeed. It is at least an attempt to do 
something for our lads. 
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ERATOSTHENES. 


{The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ** LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’] 


LIBRARY NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes 
and other local items of general interest are particularly welcome.] 


Dunpee has fallen into line with Glasgow, Liverpool and the 
other great commercial cities, and has its new Commercial Library, 
which was opened on January 17th by Principal Albert Ewing, of 
Edinburgh University, who inter alia declared that he had been 
one of the first readers in Dundee Public Library. 

The Newton U.D.C. voted on February 4th in support of the 
Library Association’s effort to raise the library rate limit. The 
clerk remarked that ‘‘ he thought in old days libraries were looked 
upon as a luxury—-to-day they were a necessity.” 

An interesting discussion on the Library Association letter on the 
rate limitation took place in the Taunton Town Council last month, 
when it was unanimously resolved to support the Association. The 
Mayor remarked that ‘‘ they had a librarian who was second to 
none in the country, yet whose salary was ‘ess than the earnings 
of many mechanics. This was due to the limitation of the library 
income.” 

The recommendation of the Westnovcnton Public Library Com- 
mittee that the Museums and Gymnasiums Act, 1891, so far only 
as it relates to museums, be adopted, has been sanctioned by the 
Council. Mr. J. C. Scott, F.L.A., the Librarian, will act as 
Curator. 


PERSONAL NOTES. 


Mr. L. Actanp Taytor, who has been Deputy Librarian since 
1905, has been appointed City Librarian, Bristo!, in succession to 
the late Mr. E. R. Norris Matthews, at a salary of £500. Mr. 
Taylor is well known to members of the profession, and well 
deserved his new position. 

Mr. A. E. Titiinc has been appointed Deputy Librarian, 
Bristol, at a salary of £300. 
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We regret to record that Captain D. J. Bayey, acting-adjutant, 
Gordon Highlanders, who was “‘ missing” since March 21st, is now 
reported as having been killed in action on that date. Mr. Bayley 
was trained under Mr. W. Benson Thorne at Bromley Library, 
Poplar, became senior assistant at Hackney in 1909; and finally 
assistant-in-charge of the Homerton Branch Library. He enlisted 
in June, 1915. A man of culture, great personal charm, and 
immense energy, his early death is a real loss to librarianship. 


In a recent address the President of the Board of Education, Mr. 
Hi. A. L. Fisuer, said: ‘‘ The school without a library is like a 
man without eyes. Books are not only meant to be read ; they are 
meant to be seen and familiarly handled. To keep them behind 
glass or in a remote and fireless room, or in an ill-lit inaccessible 
bookshelf, is the summit of inhumanity. If the young people were 
to be attracted to books, books must be made attractive to them.” 
“There are,” remarks 7'/e Times Educational Supplement here- 
upon, ‘‘ still many ‘ blind’ schools in England, and it is doubtful 
whether there is a single school where the value of the school library 
to literature and to education is fully realised.” Our experience 
concurs in this view. 

The following appreciation of the late Mr. R. A. Strreatrei.p, 
assistant librarian at the British Museum, appeared in The Daily 
Graphic :— 

To many besides his colleagues in the library at the Museum, 
Streatfeild’s death will be the loss of a delightful companion, of a 
beloved friend. 

For years he had overtaxed his strength. His work as literary 
executor of Samuel Butler, as musical critic and correspondent of 
the Daily Graphic, with his duties in the library, proved too much 
for him. Upon the outbreak of the war, although nearly fifty years 
of age, he had put himself under military training, giving his spare 
hours after his work to regular drills and marches and digging of 
trenches. In 1917, about midsummer, his health broke down. He 
was ordered into the country for a period of complete rest. 

By last September his conva:esence was so assured that he was 
well enough to return to his post at the Museum Library, where he 
was working up to within a week of his death ; living near London, 
getting up at 6.30 a.m., coming in each day, and not in any way 
sparing himself, even on Saturday afternoons. 

Elected while at Oundle School, at the age of sixteen, Classical 
Scholar of Pembroke College, Cambridge, he kept up his studies 
of Greek and Latin to the last. But his chief interest was bestowed 
on music, especially upon the music of Handel, of whose MSS. he 
had a rare and precise knowledge. His book upon the opera is 
pleasantly and lightly written, and has passed into several editions. 
Many will recall his beautiful voice and singing with which he 
delighted his friends. Few amateurs can have been his match. 
Others will speak of the merits of his criticisms. 
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REVIEWS. 
GENERAL. 


Havett, E. B. The History of Aryan Rule in India, from the 
earliest times to the death of Akbar. Demy 8vo. pp. 583. With 
photogravure frontis, illus. and maps. George G. Harrap & Co., 
Ltd. 1918. 15s. net. 

The author is an experienced writer on Indian art and Architecture, 
both ancient and medieval, and in this excellent volume he tells the story 
of the early struggles in India between the Dravidians and the Aryans, 
of the Epic age, of the development of the Buddhist religion, of 
Alexander’s inroads and the founding of the Mauryan Empire. Both 
art and religion being closely interwoven with the history proper of the 
country, Mr. Havell’s learned dissertations on these subjects are wel- 
come. The first part of the work ends with the artistic record of Southern 
India from the seventh to the eleventh centuries, and the history of 
Northern India during the same period. 

Sections of the second part of the work deal with the Turkish domina- 
tion in Islam, the break-up of the Delhi Empire, and the last six chapters 
cover the period of Akbar’s rule, closing with his death in 1605, The 
illustrations are good and there is a full index extending over more than 
forty pages. In every way the work is to be recommended as a serious 
contribution to the early history of the great Indian Empire. 


FICTION. 
Tuorne, Guy. Doris Moore. Cr. 8vo. pp. 304. Ward, Lock and 

Co., Ltd. 1919. 6s. net. 

This is a wonderful story of theatrical people who are not quite what 
they seem to be and who leave stage haunts for an excursion into the 
wildest romance in which the Venus of Praxiteles is a prize worth win- 
ning. A private yacht takes the adventuresome party to Greece, and 
both at home abroad terrible experiences await those engaged in 
a search for the priceless work of art. We cannot believe in the gorilla- 
like mad woman who is the hero's aunt, but Mr. Thorne has given us 
a delightful character in Esau Duck, whese catch phrase is “A little of 
what you fancy does you good.” 

Trent, Paut. A Naval Adventuress. Cr. 8vo., pp. 306. Ward, 

Lock & Co., Ltd. 1919. 6s. net. 

Iwo kinds of German spies figure in the fiction of to-day, the human 
ones in which it is pessible to believe, and those who are mere pegs on 
which to hang our ridicule and resentment. The author has given us two 
quite lovable spies and builds a readable story round them and their 
exploits. The heroine helps to sfrafe a Zeppelin and gains fame, though 
almost at the expense of the man ehe loves. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


Intensive courses of Lectures on LiprariansuiP, for the benefit 
of demobilized students and others intending to sit for the Annual 
Examination, June 16-21, will be hel! on Wednesdays and Thurs- 
days in alternate weeks at the National Library for the Blind, 18, 
Tufton Street, Westminster, S.W.1.( by kind permission of the 
Committee of the Library) :— 
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Library Organisation (Mr. G. E. Roebuck), 3 p.m., beginning 
March 20th. 

Library Routine (Mr. W. B. Thorne), 4.45 p.m., beginning 
March 26th. 

Cataloguing (Miss E. S. Fegan, M.A.), 3 p.m., beginning March 
27th. 


Classification (Mr. W. C. B. Sayers), 4.45 p.m., beginning March 
27th. 

Fee Cs. each course. 

CoRRESPONDENCE CiasseEs (ten lessons each) will be held at the 
same time in the following sections of the Syllabus :-—Literary 
History (General), Classification, Cataloguing, Library Organisa- 
tion, and Library Routine. Fee 10s. each course. 

For further particulars apply to Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D.Lit., 
Hon. Secretary of the Education Committee, Caxton Hall, West- 
minster, S.W.1. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Yorkshire Branch. 

By kind permission of the City Librarian, the annual meeting 
of the above branch was held at the Leeds Central Library on Jan. 
15th, 1919. Mr. G. W. Strother presided over a good attendance. 
The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and con- 
firmed, the President addressed a few remarks to the members, in 
which he asked for suggestions for the coming year. In anticipation 
of the return of members who had been serving with H.M. Forces, 
it was felt that a more extensive programme should be drawn up. 
Arrangements were therefore made for meetings to be held in 
March, May, June, September and December. The report on the 
work of the branch for the year ending December, 1918, was read 
and unanimously adopted. A proposition that the Committee be 
elected by a show of hands was unanimously agreed upon. It was 
proposed by Mr. Haxby, and seconded by Miss Greenwood, that 
the Executive Officers be re-elected. 

The Committee for 1919 is as follows : — 

President: Mr. G. W. Strother. 

Vice-Presidents: Messrs. J. C. Handby and R. Ineson 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. W. Procter. 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. R. W. Parsons. 

Committee: Messrs. Butterfie'd, Gilgrass, Goulden, Haigh, 
Haxby, Osborne, Pollitt, Taylor, Treliving, and Misses Blenkinsop, 
Calam and Waggett. 

A paper was read by Mr. Haxby (of Leeds) on ‘‘ Library Service 
and Business,” in which he contended that Library authorities had 
too long ignored the just claims of those engaged in commercial 
pursuits to be catered for by the provision of special libraries to 
meet their requirements, and there was no greater field in which to 
develop the library service of this country than amongst business 
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men. Too long had the savant, the dilettante and the pedant been 
regarded as the only possible patrons of the large reference 
libraries. When the newer Universities were providing elaborately 
equipped laboratories where the ablest specialists in every branch 
of technology expounded the most up-to-date theories, when business 
colleges were being established throughout the country, was it not 
time that the library world should realise its opportunity to provide 
the highly specialized form of Library which alone commends itself 
to the business man of to-day? America had already led the way 
in this, as in many other library activities, England was following, 
but as yet the number of technical and commercial libraries was 
relatively small. Mr. Haxby referred to the necessity of bringing 
ourselves, as a nation, into closer inter-communication with other 
countries, if we hoped to maintain our commercial supremacy. By 
providing means and focussing them so as to be more readily acces- 
sible than formerly, special departments of this kind would help to 
show the unspeakable set in Germany and Austria that their 
vaunted supremacy in these matters was a thing of the past. In 
conclusion Mr. Haxby said that the motive for the establishment of 
Commercial and Technical Libraries was not to Teach Commerce 
and Technology, neither was it intended to pose as tutors to the 
captains of industry or even to the modest business man. We were 
chiefly concerned with making ourseives familiar with the sources 
of information and placing same at the disposal of readers when 
required. 


The 12th annual report of the Yorkshire Branch, while deploring 
the restrictions upon the activities of the Branch caused by the 
war, records an increase of members during the past year: 8 new 
members having been enrolled, bringing the total membership to 
72. Four meetings were held. At the annual meeting held in 
Leeds on February 20th, 1918, a resolution was moved that greater 
prominence be given to literary subjects. In pursuance of this 
resolution, a meeting was held at Leeds on Wednesday, May 18th, 
at which Miss Calam (of Leeds) gave a paper on William Morris, 
and Miss Lawrance (of Leeds) an appreciation of Donald Hankey. 
Following the usual] procedure for the Summer Meeting the mem- 
bers assembled at the Bradford Central Library on the 12th June, 
and proceeded to Hawkesworth, the scene of the famous novel 
Windyridge. After partaking of tea, each having provided his own 
food on account of the rationing, and causing in some cases a con- 
derable amount of merriment, the return journey was made through 
Burley Woodhead, Menston, and Guiseley. The fourth meeting 
took place on November 7th at Bradford. Miss Blenkinsop and her 
staff welcomed the members at the Great Horton Branch, where a 
paper was read by Mr. G. 35. Greenwood on ‘‘ Some Notes on the 
Management of the Small Library.” This was followed by a dis- 
cussion. The financial statement made by the Treasurer shows that 
the Branch finished the year with a balance in hand of £4 4s. 5d. 


THE Liprary WorL_LD. 


| 

1g 

ig 

h 

e 

y 


178 THE Liprary WORLD. 


During the past four years it has large'y been a case of holding 
on and marking time, but with the signing of the Armistice the 
outlook has changed, and the Branch is eagerly looking forward to 
a great revival of activity, and expects in the near future that more 
meetings and more members will “‘ renew our youth as the eagle.” 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION: NORTH-WESTERN 
BRANCH. 


Annual Meeting at Radcliffe. 


Radcliffe was visited for the first time by this Branch Association 
on Wednesday, January 29th, when some fifty representatives of 
Libraries and Educational Institutions attended the annual 
meeting. The delegates assembled at the Library, which they 
inspected with interest. Adjourning to the Council Chamber at the 
Town Hall, the Chairman of the Council (Councillor John Bridge) 
extended a hearty welcome to the Association. Mr. Archibald 
Sparke, F.R.S.L. (President) occupied the chair. 

The annual report and statement of accounts were passed as 
submitted. 

The Officers and Council were re-elected to carry on until the 
end of the year. 

The formal business. being ended, Mr. W. T. Lloyd, Teacher of 
English Subjects at the Radcliffe Technical School, read an 
interesting paper on “‘ Literature and the Adolescent.” Mr. Lloyd 
dealt with the subject from the points of view of interest, recrea- 
tion, education, esthetics, and the cultivation of the faculty of 
criticism. Some of the ‘‘ uninfluenced’’ essays on literary topics 
by scholars were exceedingly interesting and instructive. Stress 
was laid upon the taste for excitement and hero worship with the 
boys, and an appreciation of pathos and humour, more marked with 
the girls than the boys, in influencing the choice of reading of the 
young adolescent, and attention was drawn to the tendency to feel 
for a philosophy of life, a expression of admiration for altruist 
qualities, and an intense desire for reality in the older adolescents. 

The paper evoked an excellent discussion—in which the Presi- 
dent, Miss Gilbert, Dr. Scarr, member of the Radcliffe Library 
Committee, Mr. Monks, Chairman, Radcliffe Education Committee, 
Mr. Scholes, Chairman, Radcliffe Higher Education Committee, 
the Rev. H. Monks, who was chairman at the public meeting held 
at Radcliffe some 15 years ago for the purpose of promoting the 
establishment of a Public Library—-Mr. Sparke being the chief 
speaker at that meeting—-Councillor W. Scholes, Messrs. Bolton 
(Radcliffe) and Parry (Salford), members of the teaching profession, 
R. Hargreaves (Stockport), J. W. Singleton (Accrington), R. 
Ashton (Blackburn) and J. Pomfret (Darwen). The essayist was 
heartily thanked for his paper. 
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The following resolution was passed unanimously : — 

That this meeting heartily endorses the effort nade by the 
L.A. for the removal of the Rate Limitation, and urges the 
members of the Branch to lend every support to the movement. 
The company were afterwards the guests of Dr. and Mrs. Scarr, 

and a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to them for their 
hospitality, and to Mr. Clegg for making the local arrangements. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
LIBRARY EMPLOYEES’ UNION 
To the Editor of The Library World. 
Boston, Mass., Feb. 17th, 1919. 

Dear Sir,—In an early issue of L.W. in 1918 (May, I think) 
there appeared a paper relating to Unionism among Librarians. I 
have followed each successive issue since then, and have found but 
one response to it. Are the people of Great Britain (library 
assistants) in favor as a general rule, or are they not. We would 
be greatly pleased to have a discussion opened up in your pages, 
especially so since the future, and the very near future, will see 
the majority of libraries unionized. 

It may be of interest to your readers to know that the Public 
Library at Washington, D.C., is almost 100 per cent. unionized, 
and that the Congressional is very finely represented in organized 
labor. They will both be “ locals” before long, beyond a doubt. 

As you no doubt know, N.Y. Library employees organized in 
May, 1917, and we of Boston in May, 1918. At present our 
“‘ local’ comprises approximately 42 per cent. of entire force, and 
in view of extreme conservatism of Library people, ours is an 
exceptionally fine showing. 

Hoping to see a healthy discussion in your pages soon, I am, 
sincerely yours, 

Cuester A. 8. Fazaxas. 

8, Eastman Street, Dorchester, Mass, U.S.A. 


THE DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION. 
To the Editor of The Library World. 

Sir,—We shall esteem it a favour if your readers will send in 
preliminary orders for the new edition of Dewey's Decimal Classi- 
fication, copies of which we expect from the States in two or three 
months’ time. This would enable us to obtain sufficient supplies 
and to prevent disappointment and delay when filling our orders. 

Grarton & Co. 

Coptic House, 8, Coptic Street, W.C.1. 


Printed by Printixc-Crarr, Lrp., London and Mansfield, and Published for the 
Proprietors by Gnrarrox & Co., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C. 1. 


We Have in Stock 


Vertical 
Filing Cabinets 


Quarto and Legal Sizes. 


The interior equipment of Folders, Guides, etc., is adjusted 
to suit individual needs. 


LB DIRECT ALPHABETIC, by name as if arranged for 
a directory. The most direct method of filing and finding = 
papers. = 
LB NUMERIC FILING, by arbitrary numbers assigned to = 
each firm or subject. A system ensuring greatest accuracy = 
and a virtual necessity where subject matter requires much 
cross reference. 
LB AUTOMATIC INDEX FILING. A recent invention 


which combines with the Alphabetic, valuable features of 
the numeric filing system. It is a direct method. 


LB MNEMONIC—SUBJECT CLASSIFICATION. A 
method for classifying press cuttings, extracts, reports, etc., 
by subject headings. Co-related matters are brought together 
in a simple orderly way. 


WE CATER FOR ALL NEEDS. 


LIBRARY BUREAU LTD. 


Lonpon, 4, Cheapside. BirMincHAM, 75, New Street. 
MANCHESTER, 59, Cross Street. CarpirF. 5, St. John Sq. 


Paris, 13, Rue du Quatre Septembre. 
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